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HOME FIRE SAFETY TIPS

Picture an open fire in a fireplace or at a campsite.
It’s friendly, cozy, and inviting. But a fire raging
through your home is something very different. In
fact, more than 3,000 Americans die in home fires
every year and even more are seriously injured.

SMOKING IS THE #1 CAUSE OF HOME

FIRE DEATHS

- Use large, deep, glass or metal ashtrays.

- Never smoke when you're sleepy or drowsy from
medication or alcohol.

- NEVER smoke in bed.

- Be sure matches and smoking materials are fully
out before throwing them away.

- Check all ashtrays before going to bed.

- Keep matches and lighters out of childrens reach.

HEATING EQUIPMENT CAUSES THE

MOST HOME FIRES AND THE

SECOND MOST FIRE DEATHS

- Have your Central heating system cleaned and
serviced yearly.

- Wood or coal stoves must meet local fire codes.
Dispose of ashes safely. Make sure chimney is
cleaned each year.

- Space heaters should be placed far from furniture,
curtains, or anything that could burn.

- Kerosene heaters should be operated only in a well
ventilated room and filled outside when the unit is
cool--with kerosene only! Officials consider these
hcaters a firc hazard in an occupicd home. Check
local fire regulations.

If you have a question concerning this article or a
fire safety question, contact Jack Holloway at
extension 45756.

WATCH THOSE LOADS !

We handle heavy objects every day. These objects
can be just as hazardous as a sharp tool or a toxic
chemical in their ability to cause severe injury. The
"worst case” scenario is losing the load. In a slapstick
comedy, this might be amusing, but in real life,
watch out! A heavy load can maim or kill.

Back strain is the most common injury resulting
from improper material handling. Another
important hazard to watch out for is sharp edges
from steel and plastic straps which may cause
lacerations.

That’s why it’s very important that we carefully
follow established safety procedures when
transporting heavy objects.

One of the best ways to avoid overexertion is to use

dollies and handcarts to carry the load for you.

However, this method has its own hazards. Be sure to

follow safe lifting techniques when loading the truck.

Also, follow these steps to prevent injury:

- Choose a dolly or handcart that is the right size and
shape for the object that you are going to carry.

- Place the heaviest objects on the bottom.

- Position the load over the truck’s axles so that the
truck, and not the handles, carries the weight.

- Secure bulky, irregular, or fragile items to the
truck.



