Langley Research Center

Safety Alert

Date: 10/09/01

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

TO: All Facility Safety Heads
All Facility Coordinators

FROM: 429/Head, Office of Safety and Facility Assurance, OSMA

SUBJECT:  Slip Hazard Associated With Rubber Treads on Stairways

On Thursday, September 27, 2001, a contractor employee descending the stairs was
injured when a rubber tread glued to one of the stairs came off, causing the employee to
slip and fall down the remainder of the stairs. The employee sustained rib and shoulder
injuries resulting in lost workdays.

An investigation determined that the adhesive holding the rubber tread had weakened,
probably due to the age of the adhesive. The Facility Coordinator immediately checked
the remainder of the treads in the stairwell and found several more loose treads. A Form
69, "Work Request,” was immediately initiated to replace all of the rubber treads and the
stairwell was blocked off to prohibit anyone from using it until all of the treads have been
replaced.

To prevent recurrence of this type of incident, we are asking FSH's and FC's to inspect
any stairwells that have the rubber treads as seen in the picture below (color of treads
may vary). If any loose treads are found, immediately contact your Zone Manager or the
Work Control Office to have them repaired.

Rubber tread

(This Safety Alert to be posted on Facility Bulletin Boards for a Minimum of 30 days.)
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All of LaRC's FY-01 lost work time cases were in the slip, trip and fall category and your
prompt attention to this matter could prevent future mishaps. We appreciate your service
in maintaining a safe LaRC workplace.

Any questions should be directed to the Office of Safety and Facility Assurance at
extension 4-7233 (4-SAFE).
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